
Excitement Builds for the Garden’s 
Second Wedding Season

Love is in the air at the Garden! Our first wedding 
season was a huge success, and we are looking forward 
to helping nearly 50 couples tie the knot in 2016. Some 
Fridays and Sundays are still available for rental this 
year, and we are taking reservations for 2017 weddings. 
Lovely facilities and settings at the Garden are available 
for all sorts of celebrations—from weddings to showers 
to children’s parties—as well as photo shoots. For 
details, please contact our Events Department at 412-
444-4464 x233, events@pittsburghbotanicgarden.org.

 

 

Spring hours begin April 1
Check pittsburghbotanicgarden.org or call 
412-444-4464 for hours of operation.
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Countdown to Blooms!
Come to the Garden this spring and enjoy these gorgeous flowering displays:
River of bulbs—mid-April. This colorful spectacle will be even more stunning this year,  
thanks to last fall’s addition of more than 5,000 glory-of-the-snow (Chionodoxa forbesii) bulbs, 
which form the “water” part of the river. 

Flowering dogwoods (Cornus florida)—late April and May. The Margaret Lawrence Simon 
Dogwood Meadow becomes an ethereal delight when our rare collection of dogwood trees  
is in bloom.
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Heritage Bulb Collection—mid-April through May. 
Th ousands of bulbs that were introduced before 1950 
will grace the walkway from the parking lot.

Daff odils at the Storybook House in the 
Bookworm Glen—late April and May. Masses of large 
yellow Narcissus ‘California’ will be a cheerful sight 
around this charming destination in the Woodlands.

English woodland blooms—March through May. 
Be on the lookout for a collection of hellebores 
(Hellebore spp.), curious checkered lilies 
(Fritillaria meleagris), English bluebells 
(Hyacinthoides non-scripta) and tiny spring beauties 
(Claytonia virginica).

Virginia bluebells (Mertensia virginica)—early May. 
Swaths of these spring ephemerals can be found 
along the path to the Lotus Pond. Stop and view their 
intricate details up close.

Apple blossoms (Malus spp.)—late April and 
Early May. Fragrant pale pink and white blossoms 
light up the Heritage Apple Orchard.

Th ere are so many positive things happening in Pittsburgh and 
the Garden is one of them. Th ere is a pervasive, optimistic attitude 
of environmental awareness and sustainability that is unique to this 
region, that we can make things better. It has been my privilege 
to contribute to this eff ort by beginning to establish a world-class 
botanic garden here and to serve as a good steward of this land.

Aft er six years as President of the Pittsburgh Botanic Garden, 
I am retiring to Chapel Hill, North Carolina with my wife, BJ and 
my dog, Koa. While I am looking forward to new activities there, 
I will greatly miss working with the Board, the staff  and the many 

volunteers who have helped develop the Garden. I will miss the many lifelong friends 
I have made here, the land and the pronounced change of seasons. 

I leave with a great deal of pride in our many accomplishments, foremost of which is 
permanently opening the Garden to the public. When I started in 2010, our master plan 
was on hold as most of the property was inaccessible due to the reclamation project. In those 
early days I walked our site time and again, thinking about what we could do to get started. 
When I suggested acquiring the additional six acres adjacent to Pinkerton Run Road and 
opening the Woodlands fi rst, the Board trusted me in setting aside the master plan. 

Our garden diff ers signifi cantly from many other botanic gardens, which are oft en historic 
properties or estates with huge endowments or other funding, architecturally signifi cant 
buildings and at least the beginnings of gardens. To open the fi rst 60 acres, we had to build 
gardens from scratch, manage several construction projects and put all the business pieces 
in place, such as guest services. 

Over the last few months, I have focused on updating our master plan. Th anks to great work 
by the Garden’s Horticulture and Garden Design Committee and our planning partners at 
MTR, we’ve built a wonderful new plan that shows how the Garden will be built over the 
next 5, 10 and 20 years.

I look forward to continuing my participation in the Garden’s development during this next 
exciting phase by serving on its Advisory Committee. I trust you will join me in sustaining 
your participation and support of the Garden. 

Th rough the fall and winter, staff  and volunteers cleared the area around the back of 
the Lotus Pond of dead ash trees and invasive plants. A new pathway now connects 
the stepping stones across the pond with the bridge, enabling visitors to walk the full 
circuit around the pond.

Th e next phase includes installing structural plantings of trees and shrubs that will 
begin to form the framework of this garden. We have secured some funding to plant 
a few good-sized specimens of the following plants:

Yoshino cherry trees (Prunus x yedoensis)—Th e same beautiful fl owering trees that 
are planted at the tidal basin in Washington, DC will line the far side of the Lotus 
Pond, creating a gorgeous sight that will be cherished for generations to come.

Sargent crabapple trees (Malus sargentii)—Th ese small trees form  an ethereal cloud 
of fragrant white fl owers in spring.

Higan cherry trees (Prunus subhirtella ‘Autumnalis’)—One of the most graceful of all 
spring-fl owering trees with masses of pink semi-double fl owers.

Zumi crabapple trees (Malus x zumi var. calocarpa)—Provide fragrant white fl owers 
in spring and bright red fruits in fall that wildlife love.

Niwaki-style pruned pines—Considered signature plants for Japanese-style gardens, 
these large pines create a tranquil feeling and provide important structure, especially 
in winter.

Groundcovers—Creeping lilyturf (Liriope spicata) and Japanese spurge (Pachysandra 
terminalis) will help form the critical ground plane of the garden.

Under the leadership of the horticulture staff , these plants, along with various 
Japanese maples, will be added to those already in place, furthering the full potential 
of what will be a peaceful and serene Japanese-style garden.

Next Planting Phase Underway 
at Japanese-Style Garden

Dogwood Festival 
Debuts
Celebrate the beauty of Pittsburgh’s largest remaining 
stand of native fl owering dogwood trees (Cornus fl orida) 
on Sunday, May 8 at the Garden’s fi rst Dogwood Festival. 
Timed to coincide with the trees’ peak blooming, the 
event features a Mother’s Day brunch, music, family 
activities and much more. Bring your family and friends 
to enjoy all the fun and beautiful blossoms. 

More information is available at 
pittsburghbotanicgarden.org or 
by calling 412-444-4464.

Sketch of proposed completed garden

Bloom is published twice per year by the Pittsburgh Botanic Garden
799 Pinkerton Run Road, Oakdale, PA 15071
Copyright © 2016 Pittsburgh Botanic Garden. All rights reserved. 

Christopher Amar, Elizabeth S. Athol, Gary Baranowski, 
Jeanne B. Berdik, Th eresa Bryant, Erin Centofanti, 
Bonita A. Cersosimo, Basil Cox, Gilbert Davis, Jay Duff y, 
Susan Edwards, Daniel J. Eichenlaub, Beverlynn Elliott, 
Dolly Ellenberg, Michael P. Finnerty, Robert P. Jagger, 
Mandy Kiggins, William J. Kolano, Michele F. McCann, 
Cassie McCormick, Justin McElhattan, Nancy Mills, PhD, 
Jody Mulvihill, Kumar Nandan, John Pippy, Julia Rubino, 
Nancy Scalise, Paula A. Schmeck, Stevan Schott, Matt Smith, 
Alexander C. Speyer III, Kathy Testoni, David Th or, Amy Tonti, 
Brian White, Jr., Judy Wojanis, Bill Worms, Patrick Worms, 
Nancy Zappala

Greg Nace President & Publisher
Martha Swiss Editor
Lindsay Gibson Database Manager

ADVISORY BOARD

Ada Davidson, George Davidson, John Oliver III, Frank 
Pizzi, Lindsay Bond Totten, John Warrick

Nelson Craige Board Chair
Robert Burns Vice Chair
Ryan L. Hayes Secretary
John Mazur Treasurer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BLOOM PERSONNEL

 GREG NACE 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Welcoming Spring

As noted above, Garden President Greg Nace is retiring 
in May. Kitty Vagley, Director of Development, is also 
retiring this spring. Of her time at the Garden, Kitty 
says, “It has been a rare privilege to help bring the 
Garden to life. To witness the generosity of donors, to 
share the enthusiasm of volunteers and to applaud the 
commitment of so many who contribute to the Garden 
has been such fun and quite inspiring. I feel immensely 
fortunate to have played a supporting role.”

“Kitty has been an incredible force, not only in funding 
our progress but also in establishing important 
relationships for the Garden,” says Board President 
Nelson Craige. “And we’re so appreciative of Greg’s 
contributions. His creative yet pragmatic approach has 
allowed us to deliver on the mission of opening the 
Garden. We will miss both of them dearly.”

Christine Koebley, the current Chief Operating Offi  cer, 
will serve as interim president and a search for Kitty’s 
replacement is underway. According to Nelson, 

“Christine is an accomplished nonprofi t leader. She will be working with the 
Board to guide the Garden over the next period.”

Christine has over 20 years of fi nance and operational leadership 
experience. In her prior roles in nonprofi t and startup organizations, 
she was focused on building teams to meet strategic goals and 
organizational process improvements. She was formerly employed by 
KidsVoice, where she served as director of fi nance. She holds a bachelor 
of science in business administration from Duquesne University.

In her spare time, Christine is an avid gardener and enjoys cooking, 
reading and walking too. She and her husband Keith have been married 
for 27 years. Th ey have two children: Anna, who works for an 
environmental engineering fi rm in Pittsburgh, and Nick, who is a 
sophomore studying environmental education at the University 
of Dayton. “Our son plays lacrosse and our daughter coaches lacrosse, 
so we are involved with their sports activities.” Christine is also 
president-elect of the Executive Women’s Council of Pittsburgh and 
formerly served as its treasurer.

Of this next phase of Garden development, Christine says, “Under Greg’s 
leadership we are updating our master plan and I am looking forward 
to sharing that soon.” She continues, “It’s an exciting plan that not only 
showcases unique environmental aspects of our region but also demonstrates 
the use of plants that work well in our region.”

Key Staff  Member Retiring, Interim President Named
 

Kitty Vagley

Countdown to Blooms continued from page 1.

Christine Koebley

ATTENTION CORPORATIONS: Did you know that the Pittsburgh 
Botanic Garden is now on the list of educational improvement organizations 
under the Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program (EITC)?  
Check our website for more details about EITC and our new corporate 
membership program.
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26th Annual Plant Sale & Celebration  
26 Great Plants for our 26th Great Year! A choice selection of gorgeous, pre-order 
plants includes easy-to-grow beauties for beginners and exciting new varieties to delight 
experienced gardeners. 

An online-only catalog has been produced in place of our usual large printed catalog to be more 
environmentally responsible and to allow more funding for creating gardens. � e online catalog 
at pittsburghbotanicgarden.org/plant-sale-2016/ contains colorful photos of each plant, detailed 
descriptions and suggestions from our expert designers for combining the plants o� ered.

Order by Friday, April 15, 12:00 midnight  |  Pick up Saturday, May 21, 8:30 am to 2 pm
Location: Pittsburgh Botanic Garden

Also at the sale: Many additional lovely plants available for purchase, experienced horticulturists 
and designers to help you choose, organic vegetable and herb plants, tools and soil test kits, 
gardening questions answered, tours of the Pittsburgh Botanic Garden, food and music too, 
so you can linger and enjoy the day!

Don’t Miss � ese Spring Signature Events!

Town & Country Garden 
Tour - Sunday, June 26
Tour 12 gardens in the North Hills, all in 
one day. Owners will be onsite to discuss 
their gardens with you. Lunch at Wildwood 
Country Club is included if you’re on 
the bus. Tour books include directions 
and garden descriptions. Register at 
pittsburghbotanicgarden.org or 
call 412-444-4464.

� ank you to our Premier Sponsor:

� ank you to our Premier Sponsor:

Yoga and Tai Chi 
Classes Return
Back by popular demand, outdoor yoga and tai 
chi classes for adults 18 and over will be held 
at the Garden this summer. Yoga classes were 
especially popular last year, so we are expanding 
the number of classes o� ered.

All classes begin at 10 am and last for 
approximately one hour. No advance 
registration is required. Cost is $5 for members 
and $10 for nonmembers. For dates and 
additional details, visit pittsburghbotanicgarden.
org or call 412-444-4464. Classes will be 
cancelled in case of bad weather. To � nd out 
whether class is cancelled due to weather, 
please call the Garden.

Young Children’s Activities
Planned  
� e popular Blocks and Rocks Nature Play 
Program will be held for children aged 3-7 on 
� ursday, March 24; � ursday, April 14 and 
Saturday, May 21 in the kid-friendly classroom of 
the Bayer Welcome Center. Children use colorful 
LEGO® DUPLO® blocks, as well as natural 
materials for fun, nature-based play. An outdoor 
“I-spy” game will be provided a� er the program 
so children and their caregivers may explore 
the Garden. 

Forest Stories, the popular children’s reading 
program, returns to the Garden for its third year. 
Young children love the nature-themed stories 
that are read aloud by a local librarian in a shaded 
setting. � e fun begins at 10 am each Friday, 
starting in June and runs through August. In 
addition to these scheduled programs, visitors 
may choose to engage in more informal activities 
provided by the discovery cart, which is a mobile 
learning center.

� e cart contains kits on nature education 
themes and includes props, games and cra� s to 
allow participants to engage with the topic and 
their family. Educators at the cart help guide 
discussions, direct cra�  projects and answer 
questions. A new habitats-themed kit joins 
existing kits on plant parts and “how to be a 
nature detective.”

Children may also select activity packets on 
nature passports, geocacheing and letter boxing 
that are available in the Bayer Welcome Center. 

� ese programs are free for members 
or with paid admission. For details, visit 
pittsburghbotanicgarden.org.

Adult Education Classes O� ered
Beginning and experienced gardeners who are eager to learn more about plants and 
horticulture will be thrilled with the lineup of � ursday-evening classes that Education 
Manager Amanda Joy has lined up at the Garden each month through summer. We are 
delighted to partner with the Community College of Allegheny County in o� ering some 
of the classes, which are identi� ed with (CCAC) a� er the title.

May 19—What’s a Pawpaw and How to Grow It 

June 16—Patio Gardening (must pre-register with CCAC*)

June 30—Identifying Weeds (must pre-register with CCAC*)

July 7—Growing Fruits and Berries (must pre-register with CCAC*)

July 17—Harvesting and Preserving the Garden’s Bounty

July 21—Gardening with Perennials (must pre-register with CCAC*)

August 4—Annuals: Old and New Favorites (must pre-register with CCAC*)

August 11—An Abundance of Plants—How to Have More

August 18—Invite the Birds into Your Landscape (must pre-register with CCAC*)

September 8—All about Growing Garlic 

All classes will be held from 6:30 to 8 pm. Please note: di� erent registration and fees 
apply as follows:
• *CCAC classes require advance registration, either online at ccac.edu/community-education, 
 or by calling 412-788-7546. Fees for the CCAC classes are available at ccac.edu/community-education,   
 and do not include Garden admission.

• Non-CCAC classes are $5 each for Garden members and $20 for non-members. Advance registration 
 is not required. Garden admission for that day is included in the fee

� ose taking classes are encouraged to come early to enjoy the trails and gardens. 
� e Garden is open late � ursday evenings, so family members and friends may enjoy 
a visit while you attend class.

Spring Bird Walks Announced
Bob Mulvihill, Ornithologist with the National Aviary, will lead a series of Sunday morning 
bird walks for beginning and experienced birders alike. � e walks will be held at 8 am on 
April 24, May 8 and May 15. Free for members and with paid admission for non-members. 
Bring binoculars and wear comfortable walking shoes. 

Welcome Gardens Expanded � is Spring
Several plantings designed to welcome visitors this spring will be expanded or established. 
Not only will these gardens be beautiful year-round, they will include plants that are especially 
suited to our region, all labeled for easy identi� cation.

First, as you leave the parking lot, you will notice foundation plantings that so� en the back of 
the farmhouse. � en, take notice of the split rail fence before the road crossing, which will be 
graced with the gorgeous climbing rose, ‘Zephrine Drouhin.’ (If you want one for your garden, 
it can be ordered from this year’s plant sale.)

Large shrub beds will be established on both sides of the road to create visual continuity from 
the farmhouse to the Bayer Welcome Center. Some of the same shrubs will be added to existing 
beds around the barn to unite all these entrance gardens. 

Last year, the terraced beds along the walkway to the Peirce Celebration Garden were planted 
with various herbs (thanks to � e Western PA Unit of the Herb Society of America), perennials 
and annuals. A new 60-foot-long bed will be added to the top level of the terraced walls. 
� e towering perennials chosen for this bed will create a season-long wall of bright color 
when viewed from the sidewalk. � ey are also low maintenance and loved by pollinators. 

Bookworm Glen Gardens 
Planted
Plants with an Eastern European provenance 
will be planted in the Bookworm Glen this 
spring to add color and enhance the new 
thatched-roof tree village there. Visitors to this 
area of the Eastern European Woodlands will 
notice new perennial plantings of Siberian iris 
(Iris sibirica), European columbine (Aquilegia 
vulgaris) and lady’s mantle (Alchemilla mollis). 
Fragrant spring-blooming lilacs (Syringa 
vulgaris) will be planted in the now-sunny 
clearing created by the loss of the ancient 
oak tree there last spring.

Trees � riving at 
Reclamation Site
We’ve had a remarkable success rate of 
approximately 75% of the more than 2,000 
saplings that were planted last year on the 
reclamation site, which is an area of the 
Garden property not open to the public. 
� is innovative approach to reclaim land is 
working beyond our expectations.

Team-Building 
Venue Available
Companies wishing to hold small 
team-building activities and retreats may 
enjoy the Garden’s tranquility and beauty 
for such events.  

For details contact Megan DeBertrand, 
412-444-4464 x233, 
mdebertrand@pittsburghbotanicgarden.org.
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Honorariums & Memorials
Honorariums and memorials made to the Garden are 
a thoughtful way to recognize a special occasion or 
remember a loved one. � e following gi� s were received 
from early spring 2015 through March 2016.

IN MEMORY OF 

Clara Rose Allessandria 
Judy J. Wojanis

IN MEMORY OF 

Caroline Crispino
Carol Fisher

IN MEMORY OF 

Sallie and Steve Davis
Cordelia S. Jacobs

IN HONOR OF 

Nancy Del Presto
Judith A. Diorio

IN MEMORY OF 

Irene DeRosa
To honor Christine Koebley 

IN MEMORY OF 

Nancy Kelly Doerr
Donald C. Doerr

IN HONOR OF  

Dolly Ellenberg
Cari Maslow

IN MEMORY OF 

Mrs. Barbara Jean 
Flanagan, Mrs. Ida Malinic 
and Mr. Dominic Gentile
Nancy and Richard Zappala

IN MEMORY OF 

Nancy Garcia 
Kathleen Hinzman

IN MEMORY OF 

Betty Kerkham
Nancy J. Page

IN HONOR OF 

Brigette and Bill Kolano
Jeane Horne

IN MEMORY OF 

Norma B. Kudlac 
Linda and Larry Newberg

IN MEMORY OF 

Minnie R. Lehman
Darlene R. Lee
Martha McIlvaine

IN HONOR OF 

Dr. Charles and 
Barbara Miller 
Marsha W. Bramowitz

IN MEMORY OF 

Gerald Franklin Nace
To honor Greg Nace

IN MEMORY OF 

Nina Olsakovsky
Linda Newberg

IN MEMORY OF 

Walter W. Rand Jr.
Kimberly Fonzi
Angela Haizlip
Bill and Suzi Hartz
Mike and Diane Rasz
Joyce Toth

IN HONOR OF 

Mary and Earl Rapp
Mary Hopper
Florence Mehalic

IN MEMORY OF 

William Runco
David Green

IN HONOR OF  

Betsy Smith
Mary L Kossum

IN MEMORY OF 

W. Paul Spencer
Amy and James Moore

IN MEMORY OF 

Nancy Garcia 
Kathleen Hinzman

IN HONOR OF 

Peggy Standish
� e Oliver Family

IN HONOR OF 

Sally Taylor
Brianna Taylor

IN MEMORY OF 

Joseph Torek 
Bob Roman

IN MEMORY OF 

Joe Wuenschell
Bryan and Jennifer Reichenbach

Help Create the Legacy
Your gi�  to the Pittsburgh Botanic Garden helps to create a wonderful amenity that is a testament to our region’s livability and leadership in environmental 
stewardship. To make your individual gi� , or to learn more about naming opportunities or memorable tribute gi� s, please call 412-444-4464.

Excited by All � ese Plans?
We are too! And you can help us accelerate the progress 
when you fund any of the following:

Japanese-style garden structural plantings:
• Yoshino cherry trees, $375 each (goal is 12 trees) 
• Sargent crabapple trees, $375 each (goal is 10 trees)
• Higan cherry trees, $395 each (goal is 10 trees)
• Zumi crabapple trees, $375 each (goal is 8 trees)
• Niwaki-style pruned pines, $700 each (goal is 12 trees)
• Groundcovers, $100 per set (goal is 600)

Children’s Garden of the Five Senses:
•  Installation of the water feature
•  Final stonework
•  Additional plants

For details on how you can help fund these critical components, 
please call 412-444-4464.

Niwaki-style pruned pines. 633 highland. Photo: Wikimedia Commons

Children’s Garden of the 
Five Senses Progresses
All children, and especially those with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD), will delight in this new garden currently underway. 
Two structures are completed—a star-shaped pavilion built by 
apprentices at the Keystone+Mountain+Lakes Regional Council of 
Carpenters, and a charming wooden storage unit. Allegheny Regional 
Asset District has generously provided funding for special pavement 
designed especially for children with ASD, and installation of the 
pavement will be completed by summer. Other structural elements to 
come include deer fencing, a water feature and additional stonework.

Plants that will form a structural perimeter of the garden will be 
installed this year by sta�  and volunteers. � ese will include mostly 
shrubs that will thrive in the shady location and serve to enclose 
the area, which can make children with autism feel more secure.

Other plants that are slated for this garden, particularly because 
they include a key feature that appeals to at least one of the 
� ve senses, include:

Quaking aspen (Populus tremuloides)—As the name implies, the 
leaves of this tall tree � utter in the breeze and stimulate sight and 
hearing. � e golden-yellow fall foliage is gorgeous.

Cranesbill (Geranium macrorrhizum)—A short perennial that has 
apple-scented foliage and � owers.

Stinking iris (Iris foetidissima)—A British native plant that has pale 
blue � owers and yes, foliage that kind of stinks! Red seed capsules add 
visual interest in fall and winter.

Yoshino cherry trees
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Th e Pittsburgh Botanic Garden’s mission is to inspire people to grow 
through immersion in a world of natural outdoor wonder to nourish 
mind, body and spirit. 

Volunteers working on horticulture projects spent over 3,600 hours helping 
the Garden grow in 2015. Th is is like having almost two additional full-
time employees! We gratefully acknowledge the wonderful contributions 
of volunteers from these organizations: Alcoa, American Eagle Outfi tters, 
Bidwell Training Center, BNY Mellon, Boy Scouts of America, FedEx, Forest 
City, Th e Heinz Endowments, Th e HDH Group, Highmark, Hyatt Regency, 
Keystone+Mountain+Lakes Regional Council of Carpenters, Pittsburgh 
Cares, PittServes, Quaker Valley High School, Robert Morris University, 
Th yssenKrupp and TreeVitalize.

In addition, we are blessed to have many loyal individual volunteers who 
regularly contribute their time in horticulture and plant records projects. 

All these generous volunteers have helped the fl edgling horticulture 
department enormously!

If you would like to volunteer at the Garden, or if your group or organization 
would like to schedule an outdoor work day, please contact Sue Myers, 
412-444-4464 x236, smyers@pittsburghbotanicgarden.org.

HELPING US BLOSSOM!

Volunteer Spotlight

Th e mighty FedEx volunteer group last May


